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which, however, took up so much of their time when in office
that they were otherwise inefficient. "The Government loses
nine-tenths of its force from the pacts made with party groups,
who, however, support a Minister only so long as he fulfils all
the requests of these deputies. Yet what Poland needs is a strong
Government . . . and Ministers independent of parties." On
another occasion he said that when he returned from Magdeburg
he was so sure of the wisdom of the nation which had been born
again that he did not desire to be dictator, and therefore had put the
supreme power into the hands of the Constituent Seym—with
what result? "What do we see?" he asked. "Eternal quarrels,
eternal discords! Democratic liberty abused to such an extent
as to make democracy hateful!... To-day it would be easy for me
to stop you from going into the hall of the National Assembly"
(he was addressing some of the deputies), "but I am still trying
to see if the interests of Poland cannot be served except by force.
Our Parliament has far too many privileges, and those who are
called on to administer the State must have more power."
Perhaps the most illuminating expression of Pilsudski's views
was that which he gave to the distinguished French journalist,
Sauerwein, who reproduced the interview in the Matin of May
26, 1926. When Sauerwein said to the Marshal that he did not
speak like a dictator, Pilsudski replied:
Is it quite necessary that I should be a dictator? I am a strong man
and I like to decide all matters by myself. When I consider the history
of my country, I cannot really believe that Poland can be governed by
the stick. I don't like the stick. Our generation is not perfect, but it has
a right to some respect; that which will follow will be better. No! I
am not in favour of a dictatorship in Poland. I conceive the rdle of the
Chief of the State in a different fashion—it is necessary that he should
have the right to make quick decisions on questions of national interest.
The chicanes of Parliament retard indispensable solutions. We live in
a legislative chaos. Our State inherited the laws and prescriptions of
three States, and they have been added to. The authority of the President
must be increased by simplifying things. I do not say that we should
imitate exactly the United States where the great force of the central
power is counterbalanced by the large autonomy of the different States.
But something in that order of ideas should be sought for that can be
applied to Poland. . . . They talk to satiety of the Right and the Left—
I do not like these categories; they cover different social conceptions.

